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Introduction

Photoshop is known for its flexibility and extensibility in image editing and designing.

Here users are assumed to be familiar with basic computer knowledge such as using mouse, opening, saving and closing files, etc.

Photoshop 5.0 can be run under Windows 9X system with 32 MB RAM or Intel based Windows NT. A hard drive with minimum of 60 MB space is required along with 8-bit display card i.e. 256 color. For Mac users, Power Macintosh Computer with at least 32 MB RAM, Mac OS 7.5 and a color monitor with 8-bit display card are required. The upgraded hardware will improve the performance.

When you open the Photoshop, you get the interface that contains menu bar, toolbox, image window and palettes for editing and designing. Other commands and filters can be added to the menu bar simply by installing the software programs called plug-ins.

Now lets start with toolbox.

The toolbox contains a number of tools which let you select, paint, edit, and view images and most of them have associated brushes and option palettes, which give the tools’ painting and editing effects. A tool can be selected simply by clicking its icon in the toolbox. A small triangle to the right of a tool icon indicates a pullout menu of hidden tools. 

To select a visible tool, click its icon and if the hidden tool be selected then position the pointer on the visible icon by holding down the mouse, it gives the pullout menu and select the desired tool.

Other controls are for choosing foreground and background colors, creating quick masks, and changing the screen display mode.

To cycle through a set of hidden tools, press Alt (Windows) or Option (Mac OS) and click the visible tool. You can do the same with the keyboard also. For that hold down the Shift and press the shortcut key for the desired tool.

Marquee tool

Marquee tool lets you select rectangular area or elliptical as shown in the figure:

This tool contains total of 5 different tools: Rectangular Marquee for a rectangular selection, Elliptical Marquee for an elliptical selection, Single Row or Single Column marquee for defining the border as a 1-pixel-wide row or column and the Crop tool for cropping the image.

Move tool

Move tool lets you drag the selected image to new location.

Lasso tool

Lasso tool has other two hidden tools the Polygon Lasso and the Magnetic Lasso. The Lasso and Polygon Lasso tools let you select both straight-edged and freehand segment. The third tool, the Magnetic Lasso is especially useful for quickly selecting objects with complex edges set against high-contrast backgrounds.

Magnetic Wand Tool

The Magnetic wand tool is useful for selecting consistently colored area. You can specify the tolerance for selecting with this tool. And this tool cannot be used in the Bitmap mode.

Airbrush Tool

The airbrush tool applies gradual tones (including sprays of color) to an image depending up on the pressure setting in Option Palette for the airbrush. The edges of the stroke are more diffused. By holding down the mouse button without dragging, you can build up color.

Paintbrush Tool

Paintbrush tool simply gives the strokes of foreground color.

Rubberstamp Tool

The Rubberstamp tool contains two tools the Rubberstamp and the Pattern Stamp. For using the Rubberstamp tool first you have to choose the sample point in the image, then each stroke of the tool, paints on the sampled image over another image or on a part of the same image depending upon the layer. The Pattern Stamp tool lets you select a part or whole the image as a pattern and paint it as a pattern.

History Brush Tool

The History brush tool works similarly to the Rubberstamp tool on snapshot of an image. The tool lets you paint a copy of snapshot of the image into the current image window.

Eraser Tool

As the Eraser is dragged through, it changes the pixels in its path. If you are in the background with Preserve Transparency checked, the pixels are changed into the background color and if you are on any other layer then to transparency. This tool can be used to return the affected area to a state selected in the History palette.

Pencil Tool

The Pencil tool is useful mainly for creating hard-edged freehand lines. The another tool called Line tool is for drawing straight lines.

Blur Tool

The Blur tool has two other tools: Sharpen and Smug. This tool cannot be used with the Bitmap or Indexed color mode. This tool is mainly for retouching the images.

Dodge Tool

The Dodge tool with Burn and Sponge tools are used for retouching the image. The Dodge and Burn tools are based on a traditional photographer’s technique for regulating exposure on specific areas of a print (Photographers hold back light to lighten an area on the print, this effect is given by the Dodge or increase the exposure to darken areas on a print, this effect is seen with Burn). The Sponge tool subtly changes the color saturation of an area.

Pen Tool

There are seven tools in it: Pen, Magnetic Pen, Freeform Pen, Add-Anchor-Point, Delete-Anchor-Point, Direct-Selection and Convert-Anchor Point.  The Pen tool is the most useful tool for creating smooth curves with greater precision than with the Magnetic Pen or Freeform Pen. 

Type Tool

These tools are for entering the text in images. With the Type and Vertical Type tools one can create colored type that is stored in a new layer and the text edit is possible. The other two tools, Type Mask and Vertical Type mask create selection borders in the shape of type on the active layer which can be moved, copied, filled or stroked but the type can not be edited.

Measure Tool

The Measure Tool simply gives the distance between the two points in the work area.

Linear Gradient Tool

The gradient pull-out menu in the toolbox includes these tools:

Linear gradient shades from the starting point to the ending point in a straight line.

Radial gradient shades from the starting point to the ending point in a circular pattern.

Angular gradient shades in a counterclockwise sweep around the starting point. 

Reflected gradient shades using symmetric linear gradients on either side of the starting point.

Diamond gradient shades from the starting point outward in a diamond pattern. The ending point defines one corner of the diamond.

Paint Bucket Tool

The Paint Bucket tool simply fills adjacent pixels that are similar in color value to the pixels you click.  This tool cannot be used with the images in Bitmap mode.

Eyedropper Tool

The Eyedropper tool can be used to view or pick the color of a single area in the image. And you can also define up to four colored samplers to display color information for one or more locations in the images with the Color Sampler tool.

Hand Tool

The Hand tool is used to view another part of the image by moving its view. To use the hand tool while another tool is selected, hold down the spacebar as you drag in the image. Or double click this tool to view the image in Fit on Screen view mode.

Zoom Tool

This tool simply let you view the image in different magnification. To view the image in 100%, you just double click the Zoom tool. The 100% view does not give the actual image dimension but it depends on the monitor resolution and the image resolution.

LOGO Creation

Lets start with something.

1. Launch Photoshop.

2. Choose File>New and you will get a window where you can give the dimensions for the image, lets choose 16 cm in width and 3 cm in height with 72 pixel/inch in resolution, RGB color in mode and white in contents.

The graphics you use in Web site is good enough even in 72 dpi resolution, and this helps you to minimize the file size.

3. Press Ok and you will get a new window with white background

4. Choose Type tool from the toolbox and click on your new window. Then you will get a new window to type your text; here type My First Web Page with the font size 48 and press Ok. If whole of your text does not fit in the white window, choose the Move tool in the Toolbox and drag the image to place where you want. Your first image is ready now.

5. Lets put some effects in your text. Choose Layer>Effects>Drop Shadow and you will get a new window where you press Ok to get shadow effect in your text. You can look for other effects.

6. Choose File>Save a Copy…. You will get a new window where give a name logo in File name and choose JPEG(*.JPG,*.JPE) in Save As field and press Save button to save the image. Before saving the file, choose the destination folder where you want to save the image from the Save in field in the new window.

Your image is ready now for use in Web Pages.
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